Muddy Ghurch &
Jesse Tree ADVENT - ure

oot Wllorve up From Lo Shkoit
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit

Isaiah [l

3!
~i B




I he Jesse Tree’s were originally designed as a pictorial story for illiterate people
to be able to see the biblical narrative for the Christmas story. It doesn’t just tell
us again those familiar tales but brings together all the bible to remind us that
God has a plan, is interested in the beginning, middle and end and it invites us to
think where we are in this story.

Jesse Tree’s were often carvings or tapestries or even stained glass windows and
If you are wanting a nice little advent display this probably isn’t for you. The idea
Is to journey through the bible towards Christmas with items and reminders from
the world around us. So you will need a branch or stick but also a space, box or
basket to put the items that are part of our adventure.

A branch is a sign of new life and new beginnings and we hope
as you join with us through this advent you will discover new
things about God, yourself and the world.
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Day 1: In the beginning

~ F| Genesis - Chapter 1
e :
Creation

WOILDCR CHALLENGE

CAN YOU FIND?



Day 2: Walking Together

Genesis - Chapter 3:1-8
Walking with God

People need others - sometimes they are part of our
family and other times they are friends or neighbours.
But God saw that people needed each other and we

need God. God walked with Adam and Eve in the
garden, God came near.

Can you walk with someone else today?

| wonder if you will see other people and how you could
bring joy to them today?

CHALLENGE




Day 3: Gonsequences _ \\:\0\3 e fof | \

Genesis - Chapter 3:10-19
The Fall



Day 4 : Promises
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Can you see the colours of the rainbow anywhere?

God used rain, animals, birds, branches and a rainbow to share in this miracle. All the things of nature brought together
to bring about something new and better - a greater promise.
God with Us.

Add the rainbow you make or some cotton, wool or ribbon in different colours to your tree.

WOILDCH

| wonder if you

see God in any
of the colours?




Da.y o ¢ Adventure Abraham

Genesis 12:1-3

God told Abraham to leave somewhere and go on an
adventure and promised to be with him.

Is there a new path that you can take today? I

| wonder if you made a map for an adventure if there
would be places you knew God was with you? I




Day 6 : Help! Q
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C /\ /) ") Genesis 22:1-18

| wonder if you have ever been rescued’?
| wonder if you have been given something
just as you needed it?

Abraham'’s actions remind us how great a cost it was for God to
send Jesus to earth.
Can you find some wool that you can wrap around your tree?



Day 7: Heaven is Near

God came near to Jacob,
whispering a promise and showing
him wonders.
| wonder if you have ever heard or
seen God?

obs Ladder
9:10-19

When Jacob woke up he knew that
God was near him, can you find a
stone to place by your tree?

A y -
Can anyone make the
Jacob’s Ladder from

string?

https://www.wikihow.com/
Make-Jacob%27s-Ladder-

out-of-String
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y | 'wonder if you have ever lost or had
g Something special taken from you? A qift,
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2 »
Q .
OQ (‘0(. Genesis - Chapter 37:23-28
/~ & 45:3-15
L.

i that says who you are? Ce A QQ/ 4
1 | wonder if Joseph felt God near as he was 0
I alone in that dark place? i

I | wonder how Joseph was able to find the
¥ good, to forgive those who sold him and to B
" help them? I
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A story of a helpless child, who through years and

Day 3: Floating

adventures would lead many people to freedom and a new

home.

The story of Moses shows us a helpless baby, a mother Exodus 2:1-10
. _ _ Saved by a Princess
with so much love she would do anything and the kindness

of a stranger.

As this baby was placed in the basket and left to float

be his pathway to growing up as royalty.

God can do the most amazing things!



Day 10 : Galled = gtowerde)

Samuel
1 Samuel 3:1-18




Day 11: Looking In

| wonder what might be amazing about you?

Jesse
1 Samuel 16:1-13

| wonder if you see people and notice

methin jal? . .

SOmetning specia Samuel had an important choice to

| wonder as you look around you notice the
everyday but can see it as amazing?

| make, he took time to listen to make sure

he made the right one. | wonder what

helps you to make choices?

WOILDCH

| wonder what

things God
finds special?
W



David
1Sam. 17:12-51

o .~ N . .y . .
a2 [~y oiant. David's brothers were annoyed by him being there

I but he didn’t care about other people’s opinions.
G.a‘n you make a | wonder if at any point Goliath was worried about what I
little shepherd I Savid could do?
bag to add 1o ' I
your tree? . .
David had confidence because of the challenges he had
faced when he was watching the sheep. | wonder if you I
are able to face some things because of what has
- I happened before?
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Day 13 : Wise Ghoices

If God offered you anything | wonder what you would choose? 1 Ksislgzn;?;_“
As a young boy Solomon had so many things that he could
have asked for but he thought about the life ahead of him and
how he could make the most of it. Solomon didn’t ask for riches
or the best toys but knew a deeper value.
Gan you find
| wonder what might be on your want list? somebhing shiny or
Nemds # sparkly like a treasure

t0 add to your tree?




Day 14 : Sleeping Lions

God came near Daniel - as he entered a pit Daniel
full of hungry lions he trusted God. In  DPaniel 6:10-23
danger and in fear God is still near to us.

Daniel didn’t fear other people or what they Can

might say. He didn’t worry about looking ;Z?]’ gbjhglngd
different. He put God first because he Yoy dag ZGQ
knew God had a bigger plan. e

V Can you play sleeping lions? {
Find a space and lie as still as
E possible, breathe deeply and
calmly and see how long you
can last.



Day 1o : Names

Wow! What a lot of names and descriptions for
this person that Isaiah tells us about. But also Isaiah
what a lot of things He is going to do. Isaiah 9: 277

God came near to Isaiah and whispered this
promise of what he was going to do... who was
going to come. It wouldn’t be the next day,
month or even year but God hadn’t finished His

story yet....

1)ON Dt

| wonder what your

CHALLENGE

Can you use the letters opposite

name means or what

words God would

and think of words you might use

b

use to describe you? for God starting with each letter?



Day 16: S0 QUiet Lo~ o Gan you find a
’

”Var/a N feather o add
t0 your tree?

Zechariah & Elizabeth
Luke 1:5-25

CHALLENGE

CAN YOU FIND?

Can you go for a

Can you be quiet for five
minutes... 5 minutes?!
Zechariah had to wait 5 months to
speak - imagine that!

walk and find

silence?



Day INE Goming Soon Ca’?yol, . Matthew 3:1-11

£
OPSOme jndasbe/] John the Baptist

The baby that Zechariah & Elizabeth had prayed for was

born and grew into this young man who lived his life for
God. John lived his life telling people about God’s story,
inviting them into it but sharing that there was more, better,

someone fantastic that was coming soon.

God was near....

CHALLENGE

Water Footprint %

Z Shell Honey
(& Sand

An insect




Day 18: In the Everyday o

Mary
Luke 1:26-38

WOILDH

| wonder how Mary

/ changed from fear, to
question, to willing?

| wonder what God
might be inviting you

U to do today?




Day 19 : Dream again

* Way back on day 8 we met another Joseph who had
a dream - that he would rule, that others would bow
down to him.

Hundreds of years later we meet this Joseph - the
same name but a very different dream. This dream
was not about him, a carpenter from a little town but
about the child that would be born - God’s son.

Joseph
Matthew 1:18-25

God came near to Joseph in a dream that would
change the world.

: cHALLENGE ) [UUONDER

Something asleep
Something changing
Something helping

Something stuck to something




Day 20 : Great News

- Through dll of God's sfory He hds given dangels Ange
the job of* shdring news, messdges dnd * Luke 2:9-14
. dhhouncements. God dlso uses people. animdls,
- things such as the wedther. Gods message cdn -
be shdred by dnyohe - including you :

g

. T wonder what is the most exciting hews dbout .
God That you could share dnd how you would Tell ;
others? :




Day 21: The things we see

Shepherds
Luke 2:8-12, 2:15-19

They were used to watching for bears and wolves but weren’t
expecting to see God come near. Those angels couldn’t hold

back the excitement with messages, songs, shouts and sharing
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the news of where to find God.... as a baby.

The shepherds couldn’t wait to go and come close to God and

then had to tell everyone they met about this incredible night.
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Day 22 : Right, time, Right place S0y,

hOUSe ; Bethlehem
0
Z;Pee?yal/f" Luke 2:1-5

About 700 years before this amazing event God had
said that Bethlehem would be special (Micah 5:2)

At just the right time Joseph had to take Mary to
Bethlehem, far from their home but the place the
God had promised.

’ f! At just the right time God came to this place.
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| wonder if there What special places in O
are places that your community could
you sense God is? you wander to or \-/
‘v' around? E



Luke 2:4-7

Day 28: All Of N&TJUI’G The Manger

«lh

N

O
V

= W




God was near in the beginning. | x
esSus

John1:1-18

God was near through all of the stories.
But then God came even closer. Into the neighbourhood,

into the everyday lives, into the darkness.

God came near and brought light.

God comes near and bring love.

l“ ) (J) ’ MD ¢ ‘.f Imagine God is near to you
| | wonder - how does that feel, how
does God smell, what does Can you get help to light a
what God’s God sound like? candle and to look at it.
“ght IS Feel the warmth, smell the

fragrance, see the light.

N | ITiagine



